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1. Introduction  

1.1 Background  

Creative Crieff is a newly established charity set up to provide a range of creative and cultural 

opportunities to the people of Crieff, Strathearn and Strathallan.  Its key charitable purposes are: 

• The advancement of education, with special focus on music, film and the creative arts 

• The advancement of citizenship or community development 

• The advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science 

• The provision of recreational facilities, or the organisation of recreational activities, with 
the object of improving the conditions of life for the persons for whom the facilities or 
activities are primarily intended 

1.2 The Idea 

Creative Crieff’s main proposal is to establish a vibrant, state of the art community owned space 

in the heart of Crieff which combines music, film and the creative arts with a range of social 

enterprise opportunities.  A sustainable asset run by local people will provide opportunities for 

local people to be inspired, to create, develop new skills and talents and socialise together.   

From previous research, it is evident that as a traditional market town, Crieff has a lot to offer but 

also faces challenges competing for trade and retaining local services, there is little to do in the 

evenings, and Crieff runs the risk of becoming a ‘youth desert.’ In a wider context, the asset could 

be an important stimulus for broader regeneration in the town, attracting visitors, boosting the 

local economy and reinvigorating a sense of pride and ambition for the area as part of a Vision 

for a 21st Century market town.   

Specific ideas proposed within the space include: 

• A high quality, authentic cinema experience showing blockbusters, live streaming 

concerts and events, genre films 

• A community book / music store which will also hold literary and art events 

• A music and performance rehearsal space 

• A sound and recording studio 

• A community radio initiative 

• Other services and initiatives which add value, for example, music equipment for hire, 

music taster sessions and a range of activity programmes to engage and inspire people 

Whilst the concept is to be fully inclusive, Creative Crieff is particularly keen to offer opportunities 

to young people, a demographic which is considered poorly served locally.  

Whilst relatively new, Creative Crieff has already made good progress.  Drawing on previous 

community consultation and research, the Board has a clear underlying rationale and mission for 

its work, undertaken specific consultation with young people, explored case studies and 

undertaken study visits to hone its offering.  Feasibility work has been commissioned into some 

of the commercial aspects of this work and this has been developed into a commercial business 

case. Creative Crieff has established itself as a legal entity and developed a brand identify. It has 

also secured some funding to drive these plans forward.  

1.3 Next steps 

Having set down some foundations, Creative Crieff wanted to take its ideas out into the 

community to explore levels of support and demand, understand needs in the area and how 

these could be addressed through a new Hub with real and positive outcomes.  



 
4 Creative Crieff Community Consultation March 2020 

Creative Crieff commissioned Community Enterprise to support a community consultation 

process which took place between October 2019 and March 2020  

1.4 What We Did 

A comprehensive consultation programme was launched in November through a local publicity 

campaign, on and offline.  The programme included a suite of consultation methods from a 

survey to events and group sessions and was designed to be highly participative.  This report is a 

summary of that research so far. A full list of consultation can be found in Appendix 1.   

 

Consultation is still ongoing and will be a core aim of the organisation over the next several 

months specifically with Comrie Development Trust and Muthill Development Trust.  We will be 

considering carefully how to engage with stakeholders in the context of the current virus 

outbreak, moving to more digital and distance consultation wherever possible.  

 

2. About the Area 

Below is a snapshot of data and demographics for the Strathearn and Strathallan areas (PH5, 

PH6 and PH7 postcodes).  Unless otherwise noted, the figures have been obtained from 

Community Insight, a software package that collects data from over 30 databases including 

Census Scotland, Department of Work and Pensions, NHS, SIMD (2020) and others. 

 

Population 

There are 21,900 people in the Strathearn and Strathallan areas, 3,515 of whom are 

aged 0-15 (slightly less than the Scottish average) and 5,735 aged 65+ (significantly 

more than the Scottish average).  The population in Strathearn and Strathallan is 

growing faster than in Perth and Kinross as a whole and faster than Scotland overall 

with around a 16% rise in the last 20 years.  
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Households 

There are 9,120 households and a significantly higher proportion are pensioner 

households at 2,535 compared to the Scottish average (28.9% v 20.9%) and 

married households at 3,280(36% v 32%).  There are 435 lone parent households 

and 1,435 one person households.  

 

Employment & the Economy 

There are 10,394 economically active people in the area (slightly less than Perth and 

Kinross as a whole). Just over half are in full time employment.  The largest 

employment sector is in accommodation and food services. 4,358 people are 

economically inactive. There are fewer unemployed people claiming out of work 

benefits compared to the regional and national average, which may in part be due 

the higher number of retirees.  There are 1.6% youth unemployment claimants, 1.5% 

unemployment benefit claimants and 0.5% people over 50 claiming out of work 

benefits. Data also shows that 97% of those claims tend to be for less than a year, 

compared to the Scottish average of 89% claiming for less than a year. Universal 

Credit figures also show significantly fewer numbers of claimants than the Scottish 

average (1.1% v 2.8%).  Job density (number of jobs as a % of the working aged 

population) is significantly less than the regional and national figures (65.5% v 

73.8% P & K, 74.1% Scotland).  

Focussing on local businesses, Strathearn and Strathallan records only 1% of 

business sites being ‘art, entertainment and recreation and other service activities’ 

compared with 3% for both Perth and Kinross and Scotland as a whole.  

 

Health 

Overall, there are fewer people recorded as having a life limiting illness aged 16-64 

but this increases when considering all age groups.  Generally, the local population 

has better than average health outcomes with fewer cases of cancer, respiratory 

disease and so on and fewer hospital admissions. However, data for the ‘Access to 

Health Assets and Hazards’ (AHAH) Index shows that Strathearn and Strathallan 

scores more poorly than Scotland as a whole.  Access to health services is 

particularly poor.  Although the retail environment is measured, it does not take into 
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account leisure services or entertainment.  Data shows that locally, people are 

providing higher rates of unpaid care (9.7%) compared to the national average 

(9.3%.  

Education and Skills 

Strathearn and Strathallan has higher numbers of people with Level 4+ 

qualifications (degrees) than the national average and fewer people with no 

qualifications.  Pupil attainment is slightly higher than the Scottish average at S4 

stage but this drops below the Scottish average at S5 and S6 overall.   Up to date 

data on school leaver destinations is unavailable for the area.  

Transport and Access 

16.9% of households have no car (1,540) and 44.9% one car only.  

The average broadband download speed is 21.93 compared to a Scottish average of 

41.80.  

Community and the Environment 

Neighbourhood satisfaction indicators show that people in Strathearn and 

Strathallan have a strong sense of ‘belonging’ and good ‘local social relationships’ 

compared to the national average, but scores for ‘satisfaction’ with the local area as 

a place to live were much lower.  

 

Exploring data for green space, the area has a much higher percentage of overall 

green space compared to the rest of Perth and Kinross and wider Scotland but fewer 

parks and gardens.  

Deprivation 

According to SIMD 

2020, no 

neighbourhoods 

in Strathearn and 

Strathallan score 

in the most 

deprived quintile.  

The largest 

number of people 

reside in the 30-

40% least 

deprived 

neighbourhoods.  
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The area scores well across all indicators with the exception of ‘access to services’.  

4,202 people live in the 10% most deprived ‘access to services’ neighbourhoods and 

a further 2,468 people in the 10-20% most deprived ‘access to services’ decile.   

 

 

3. Community Feedback 

3.1 Community Survey 

A community survey was made available between November 2019 and March 2020 and was 

advertised through a variety of press channels.  The survey was largely completed online 

although it was also made available in paper copy format with drop off points at the Community 

Campus Library and the Crieff BID Office.  

A total of 216 survey responses has been gathered to date. A number of respondents indicated 

they were completing the survey on behalf of other family members as well as themselves. In 

total, the survey represented the views of 605 people. 

 

The vast majority of survey responses were submitted by people who live in Crieff (79%).  Just 

over 11% live in the wider Strathearn area (Comrie, Madderty, St Fillans, Braco, Muthill and so 

on), the remainder being people who work in the area or visit it regularly.  

605 
people

402 
adults 
over 

21yrs

50 young 
adults 

17-21yrs

52 
children 
between 
13-16yrs

54 
children 
between 
6-12yrs

47 
children 
under 5
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A Cinema 

To gauge levels of support and demand for a cinema in Crieff, we asked people to agree or 

disagree to a number of set statements.   

Statement % agreeing 

A cinema in Crieff is a great idea 80% 

I would go to a cinema in Crieff 84% 

I would attend special film events 74% 

A cinema would provide an important leisure opportunity locally 80% 

A cinema would contribute to the locally economy 81% 

I am opposed to the idea of a cinema in Crieff 6% 

48 open comments were submitted, a sample of which is below.  

Obviously as we run a small production company making documentary films about the local 

area, this is a particularly interesting development to us. 

I personally would like to see some thrilling films - supernatural, thrillers, perhaps even vintage 

horror films. There are films being shown by the Artspace and the Library but they tend to be a 

bit middle of the road. 

Not sure if it would be a success - economic or otherwise - when the Artspace, Community 

Campus and Comrie all show films and why it’s felt another venue is required. 

Run films that are appealing to a wider age range other than over 65s. At the moment there’s 

maybe 1-2 films a year in Crieff that appeal outside that age range. 

I have visited a number of art house/cinema venues around the UK: the Broadway House in 

Nottingham, Chapter Arts in Cardiff and the art house cinemas in Dundee and Stirling. I 

absolutely love these types of venues, they are so versatile and lively and bring so much to a 

town. I am envious of the locals in these towns who have so much access to culture on their 

doorstep. I would love to share book chats, photography or other art exhibitions, movie nights etc 

in Crieff with friends and family, among other types of events. This is a brilliant idea.  

I think it's an outstanding idea. It would mean that young people could socialise without the need 

to go to Perth or Stirling. It would be lovely for both locals and tourists. I am ALL FOR IT! 

We asked if a cinema were available in Crieff, how often people would be likely to use it.  

How often would you / your family be likely to use it? % responses 

Weekly 13% 

Fortnightly 27% 

Monthly 41% 

Every 3-6 months 16% 

Annually 3% 

I wouldn’t use it 5% 

 

Exploring ticket prices people would be prepared to pay, the majority (65%) opted for between 

£5-7. 
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Under ‘other’, people suggested more for special events or under £5 for children and more for 

adults.  

63% of people indicated that special deals such as family membership discounts would make 

the cinema more attractive: 29% were not sure. 126 open comments were submitted, suggesting 

a variety of ‘deals’ they would like to be considered.  These ranged from discounts on a family 

ticket (for 4), annual memberships, loyalty schemes and reduced rates for teenagers.   

Music and Performance Space 

We asked if people would be interested in using a music and performance rehearsal space: the 

majority were not but of those that were: 14 responses indicated they were interested in using it 

for their band / choir or groups, 19 were interested as individual performers and 3 were 

interested as tutors to hire the space for their lessons.  

Of those that were interested in the space, 2 were interested to use it more than once a week, 

11 weekly, 6 monthly and a further 23, only occasionally. This suggests a reasonable demand for 

the space overall.  Open comments included the Community Campus already offered this facility 

and a number of people suggested a hire rate of between £10-£15.  

Sound and Recording Studio 

We asked if people would be interested in using a sound and recording studio: 43 were unsure, 

28 were interested as individuals, and 3 as tutors. 1 would use it more than once a week, 6 

weekly, 9 monthly and 17 only occasionally. Hire prices suggested varied but mostly sat at 

around £20.  This suggests some demand but potentially fairly low.  There may be a need to 

cross fertilise with the Community Radio station and other events/ initiatives to boost usage.  

Additional Offerings 

A number of additional services were put forward to test public appetite.   

Service Definitely 

interested 

Quite 

interested 

Not 

interested 

Not sure 

Taking part in Music education 

programmes & events 
22% 36% 21% 22% 

Taking part in Film and Sound 

education programmes & events 
19% 42% 20% 20% 

Hiring equipment (musical 

instruments, recording equipment 

for your own projects) 

10% 19% 45% 26% 

 

Levels of demand were fairly positive: hiring of musical and recording equipment scored lowest, 

but even here, some 52 people were interested in using equipment.  
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There were 17 open comments including: 

Support of the arts in its many forms would be a great idea - pottery/photography/creative 

writing/film classes, stitch and bitch nights, poetry nights, open mic nights and on and 

on....anything fun and currently unavailable! 

It would be brilliant for all age groups but especially for the younger generation 

I personally wouldn’t require these services, but my musical daughters would love this. They 

would also appreciate support in this area. My youngest would no doubt like singing recording 

parties for birthdays etc, with all participants leaving with a CD of their recording for example. 

Would be great to have some beginner’s groups with instruments provided to 'have a go' before 

committing. 

Could it be a venue for music tuition? As a beginner I would like to take regular lessons. 

A Community Radio Station 

Survey respondents were asked whether they agreed with a number of statements relating to the 

community radio station. 

Statement % agreeing 

A community radio station in our area is a great idea 73% 

I would listen to a local community radio station 64% 

I would want to be involved with a community radio station 22% 

I would want to advertise my business / activity on the radio 

station 

21% 

A community radio station could help bring the community 

together and keep people better informed 

66% 

Volunteering at a community radio station is a good way for 

people to develop skills and confidence 

64% 

I am opposed to the idea of a community radio station 7% 

 

32 open comments were submitted.  There were several comments about a radio station being a 

good idea but that the respondent themselves wouldn’t listen to it.  This points to a need for the 

radio station to be more than just about listener numbers and focus on being a vehicle for skills 

development and bringing people together through production.  Other comments included:  

What a brilliant idea and a great volunteering prospect for both young and old alike 

Waste of money that could be used on better projects. There are plenty of radio stations out 

there and most people listen to their own music I just don’t think you would get enough people 

tuning in. 

I used to volunteer with Heartland FM radio station and worked from home using my own 

equipment. I worked as a… presenter and show producer for The Culture Slot. I also edited back 

to back music tracks for through the night music shows where there was no presenter. I would 

very much like to get involved with Creative Crieff and could imagine local school children would 

benefit greatly from the opportunity of using radio in project work. 

Community radio has such wide reaching appeal and appropriate for both our young people and 

aging population. A perfect intergenerational project. 
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To promote the writing, production and broadcast of radio plays/audio dramas by and for local 

people. As someone with experience in this field I’d be interested in getting involved. 

 

A Music / Book Store 

Exploring the demand for a music and book store, there was a very positive response.  80% 

supported this idea and 78% said they would shop there. 76% said they would attend events 

there.  80% agreed it would enhance visitors’ experience of Crieff. Only 4% were opposed.  

Statement % agreeing 

A music and book store as part of the new complex is a great idea 80% 

I would shop at the music and book store 78% 

I would attend events and programmes at the music and book 

store 

76% 

I would want to be involved in the music and book store 26% 

A music and book store would contribute to the local economy 73% 

A music and book store would enhance the visitor experience to 

Crieff 

80% 

A music and book store would improve people's access to learning 71% 

I am opposed to the idea of a music and book store 4% 

 

Open comments included: 

Book and music store would add to the local town centre offer without undermining existing 

traders. But there are already local venues offer the types of event described, especially music, 

another one is not needed. 

I would be interested in any poetry events as I write and do readings of my own poetry. 

What a great idea! It works so well in St Andrews, and Aberfeldy, why not Crieff? It would bring 

people back to the town. 

I would love this! 

I am an author so I'd be thrilled if I there were a book store in Crieff. I'd definitely do launch 

events, reading etc if asked. I know there are other authors living within the Crieff area too. 

Needs and Outcomes 

We asked if people thought the area needed more arts and cultural opportunities.  Across all age 

groups, the majority of people thought this was ‘definitely’ needed. This was especially so for 

young people, with 75% of people indicating this was definitely needed and a further 15% 

probably.  
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Open comments included:  

I think it is an excellent idea and would be a huge asset to the cultural life of the area. 

I think because we are rural community that we miss out. It definitely needs developed. 

I think access to arts and cultural opportunities in a community setting is important across the 

board, and I think Crieff is an ideal size of place to successfully provide such opportunities. 

There are lots of things going on already, it would be an opportunity to bring them together. 

Would have to involve Remake. 

The Art space in Crieff is already doing a good job it’s a shame you can’t work together. 

More events will enhance the area. 

Asked what kind of benefits may result from a new arts complex in Crieff, the top outcome was 

‘to provide learning opportunities and develop talent’ (89%).  

Statement % agreeing 

It would provide learning opportunities and develop talent 89% 

It would provide employment opportunities 87% 

It would help bring people together 86% 

It would raise the town's aspirations 81% 

It would regenerate the town 79% 

 

Asked if there were any other benefits, 45 respondents commented.  These mostly focussed on 

improved health and wellbeing: “Art is inspiring and uplifting, it works to combat loneliness and 

depression as well”, “wellbeing, aspirational and transformative” but also reduce travel “We 

wouldn’t have to travel to spend time nicely. We could keep money in our town.”  
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Final thoughts 

A space was provided for people to make final comments and suggestions which 54 people 

made use of.  Comments were varied and several pointed to a concern about displacement of 

the Strathearn Artspace and the need for joint working to avoid duplication, but generally 

comments were very positive and supportive:  

Crieff's size, location, setting and existing attributes put it in a unique position to capitalise on 

local arts and culture opportunities. I think that this would not only be engaging for the people in 

the town, but would also attract visitors and investment from outside. 

I feel for some young people at primary schools locally, where there is no music or art specialist 

that our local children are missing out on opportunities (from my own family’s experience) so it 

would be great to have something for kids to engage with, outwith school and pre-school age too. 

It could also be a fantastic opportunity for the older demographics who are at risk of loneliness. 

Give young people a place to meet up and enjoy themselves. 

A pet hate of mine is that some big football matches are shown on pay TV (Sky etc.), and the only 

opportunity for non-subscribers is to watch it in the pub, which is useless for children. Could 

afternoon Scotland football matches be shown in an alcohol-free zone?  

This is a fantastic idea and it must happen. Crieff needs ideas like this to help bring ‘life’ back 

into the town.  

Conflicting with Strathearn Artspace and what they are doing, although this is much more 

ambitious. 

A fully accessible theatre which is reasonably priced for public hire would be great. 

34 people indicated they would like to volunteer and 40 people would like to become members 

of Creative Crieff.  

 

3.2 Open Events 

Public Drop In at the Community Campus 

A drop in event at the Campus library was held on a Saturday afternoon in November and again 

in the main reception area. Views gathered from the 75+ 

people were as follows:  

About the community: 

• Not enough opportunities for young people locally 

• “I was concerned about moving to the country, but 

the city’s come to us” – “spoiled for choice” with 

arts events.  

• Crieff is a fragmented community.  

• Nothing to do for younger people – they have to go 

into Perth.  

• Getting people out is difficult, particularly working 

people and young mums. Sometimes events eg 

author talks only have a few people in the audience.  

• Any space for hire should have two-tier pricing to 

attract community groups.  
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• Important to work with others in the community especially Strathearn Arts Space 

• No visitor information – only bulletin boards. Nowhere to get local knowledge 

• They are too old for the screenings at the Community Campus and too young for the Arts 

Space 

 

Cinema: 

• The library has a film and book group in the hall. Screenings are monthly and generally 

turnout is about 30-40. People read the book and then watch the film, or vice versa. They 

provide “Films with a purpose” – bringing people together to watch something and 

discuss it.  

• The Community Campus also shows children’s films.  

• Competition with facilities at the library and community campus a concern. The 

auditorium has cinema-style seating for 350.  

• A cinema is good for the winter. Normally go to the Birks (sp?) in Aberfeldy, but in the 

winter people don’t want to drive.  

• Birks cinema has had a real struggle 

• Enjoy film showings at the Arts Space with café style seating, within walking distance so 

you can have a glass of wine.  

• Need somewhere for the whole family – there is not much for older children in Crieff. If 

Aberfeldy can do it, why not us?!  

• Crieff used to have a cinema, it would be great to have it back.  

• I normally go to the Vue or Aberfeldy, it would be great to have one here in Crieff so I don’t 

have to travel 

 

Performances: 

• Theatre in Crieff closed down about 30 years ago.  

• Somewhere to do live streaming of opera, ballet, classical (three people mentioned this 

independently. Similar showings at the Birks seem to be popular).  

• Somewhere else for drama performances – the type of performance that can be put on at 

the Art Space is limited. The stage is not big enough and there is no access from both 

sides. They have worked around it by using an apron to extend the stage, but that limits 

audience size.  

 

Rehearsal and recording space: 

• Choral group would welcome space to rehearse & perform other than the churches.  

• Muthill School – smaller primary school would be interested in using music facilities. 

Recently had to hire a business to produce a DVD recording of a song they performed.  

• Madderty Community Hall have a stock of musical instruments in storage as there are 

currently few children in the village. They have previously discussed a loan arrangement 

in return for outreach activity.  

• Camera club may be interested in exhibiting.  

• “My kids are into playing and recording music. They would go with their friends instead of 

staying at home.” 

• Various musical groups in the area: fiddle group in Comrie, Brass Central, groups from 

Perth, Jazz Hands which may be interested.  
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Premises: 

• Would have liked to see the Drummond Arms used again. Lovely spaces like the ballroom 

will now be lost.  

• The Primary School also has advantages – good parking.  

• Make it safe and accessible for children (walking). Traffic and dimly lit streets are a 

concern of the Community Council’s 

• Wouldn’t want to see more development around the Community Campus – need a 

separate facility. The road is too busy and dimly lit. Children would need to be able to 

walk there on their own, so it needs to be somewhere central.  

 

Competition: 

• Don’t want competition for the Arts Space. It’s volunteer-run, and a new project 

duplicating what they do would be “like a kick in the teeth for them”. Project seems like it 

would do the same thing- it needs to find ways of complementing not competing.  

• Use the facilities we’ve got before starting something up that “could fall flat on its face”. 

Why can’t we make the Arts Space the main focus?  

• The library has a recording studio.  

 

 

High School Engagement 

Creative Crieff had stands at the Morrison’s Christmas Fayre in December 2019 and at Crieff 

High School during term time in February 2020.  The stand was used as an information sharing 

and discussion point for pupils and their families.  Well over 100 people were engaged- mostly 

young people aged 12-18.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

114 people were supportive of the Creative Crieff hub idea: only one was against it. 

Asked about specific project ideas, people’s views were recorded on a chart.  There was 

significant support for a cinema, especially by the young people who reported that they had to 
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travel to Perth to go and this was impractical and limited.  There was also significant support for a 

book and music shop. Music/ performance rehearsal space and a recording studio were also 

popular.  

Idea I WOULD USE THIS 
GOOD IDEA BUT I 

WOULDN’T USE THIS 
NO 

CINEMA 114 4 2(financial viability) 

COMMUNITY RADIO 35 44 

7  

(1 - wouldn’t 

listen/use) 

MUSIC PRACTICE & 

REHERSAL SPACE 
44 34 3 (school has this) 

SOUND AND 

RECORDING STUDIO 
46 19 

5 (already have a 

school) 

MUSIC AND BOOK 

SHOP 
69 16 4 

 

A com ments board was available and the following was recorded:  

Needs: 

• Crieff is a town full of potential – we need to 

grasp that 

• Plenty of room for this creative hub alongside 

the Artspace – would be great if they worked 

together 

• Crieff is at risk of being hollowed out – lots of 

people work elsewhere don’t get involved in 

life here 

• Lots of isolation/ lonely older people in Perth – 

need opportunities to connect 

• Crieff is a town of 2 halves – very divided - we 

need things that bring people together 

• Young people need somewhere other than the 

pub to hang out, play pool 

• Very limited places for young people- the Hydro 

kicks us out and there’s nowhere else really 

• (Young person) Don’t want to hang out at the 

campus after school – it feels like school  

• Music practice space at school is too noisy, 

need somewhere quieter to learn 

Ideas: 

• Think it’s a great idea – v. 

supportive. Maybe include more 

retail space or event space to hire. 

Ceilidhs etc. 

• Calligraphy/live streaming/ sports or 

concerts/ more live comedy 

• Make the cinema a multimedia 

space so it can be used as a flexible 

venue 

• Radio – useful for children to learn 

about this.  

• Music festival/ band nights/open 

mic nights 
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• WASPS artists space in Perth 

#inspiration 

• Supportive of something that gives 

young people chance to learn& play 

music together outside of school. 

• Camera club – learning about 

lighting etc. 

• Community classes e.g. video 

editing, art 

• Linked with local coffee shops – 

discounts? Author talks 

• The Perth College training centre has 

had to move – could it house them 

during the day? 

• Approach local film stars for 

patronage/support 

• Low cost affordable space for 

community group e.g. judo 

• (16 years old)  would probable use 

all these if they were available esp. 

cinema, practice space & bookshop 

• ( Under 16 ) Really enthusiastic 

about all ideas. Would love 

dedicated performance space. 

Acting lessons/drama 

• Cinema – yes if blockbusters. May 

use music shop with pop up 

events?) 

• Wouldn’t use it but think it’s a good 

idea. Other options could be a 

community space – meeting 

place/café etc – this is currently 

lacking 

• Music space, bookshop – all 

interesting – would use. Cinema – 

not sure of viability. 

• Brilliant idea – I’m very supportive. 

Great for young people to hone their 

musical theatre & creative schools 

esp. critically after school. 

• Should be able to access equipment 

without clubs or meetings as well 

• Arts and craft programmes 

• Music equipment for hire 

• Linking with the academy to hire out 

recording studio/ working with 

school to add value 

• Outreach of drama/music/arts 

group. 

• Braco school would visit – interested 

in visits & have some budget to 

support this 

• Youth book club 

• Consider coffee area in book/music 

store to meet internally 

• Disco & cinema tickets for those 

who need it 

• Painting & model making 

• Drama group performing on 

community radio 

• Space for painting & sculpture 

• Trampoline area 

• Somewhere to just chill 

• Girl’s youth choir 

• Live streaming e.g. football matches 

• Stage for local performers and other 

musicians 

• Cinema/café/rest./bar like the 

Birkes 

• Supportive of project. Would use 

cinema live stream/mix & books/ 

music shop  

• (Under 16 yrs)   Interested in music 

options/ Cinema if current 

blockbusters. Probably wouldn’t use 

radio. 

• Training/meeting space for groups & 

small businesses. 

• Space for young people like the 

games room at the Hydro (but where 

we feel welcome) 

•  Definitely a bookstore. Please bring 

it right away 

• I would like to do art 

classes/ceramics & sculpture 

• Would love to join a band 

• Something like the DCA in Dundee 
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Concerns: 

• Concerns over repeating existing groups?  

o Hire equipment (film/music/camera) 

o Dark room (Morrison’s open for public) 

o Coordinate existing rather than new space 

• Cinema (pop. density issue?)  

• Not sure – plenty of facilities in wider area. Everyone travels to these. Neutral on project 

but interested 

• Go to Perth Theatre etc. Would worry that a local independent cinema would threaten the 

survival of the cinema locations: 

• Primary school – possible building – need somewhere with parking  

 

3.4 Focus Groups 

  

A drop in was held with LOGOS- a local voluntary group which works with local young people from 

S1 up.  LOGOS is an inclusive organisation and is open to all young people, although it does 

specifically target those who may be vulnerable. Around 25-30 young people took part.  

 

Needs: 

• Not enough opportunities to socialise or get involved with creative opportunities to 

develop skills and talents.   

o Arts / cultural opportunities through the school were limited 

o Nearest cinema is in Perth- too far / too expensive 

o Nowhere to hang out with friends especially in the winter months.  Local venues 

were seen as unwelcoming / inaccessible or for adults only 

o The Artspace was viewed as a place for old(er) people with nothing to attract a 

younger demographic  

o Community campus was seen as an extension of school and there is therefore 

little appetite to be there after school / weekends / holidays 

 

Demand: 

• All of the young people were supportive of the Creative Crieff Hub idea 

• There is a desire for a space where they can meet up with peers in a relaxed way- need to 

consider the need for a youth only space at certain times/ somewhere that offers a dry 

bar, somewhere to chat, play pool and games 

• Also want opportunities to nurture talents eg join bands, make podcasts etc through 

more formal creative programmes 

• Several interested in volunteering  

• Cinema would be considered a huge asset: young people reported they would use this 

very regularly. 
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3.5 Community Groups and Stakeholders 

A list of organisations consulted can be found in appendix 1.  Below is a summary of discussions. 

Group / 

organisation 

Outline activity Support for Hub and partnership working 

Crieff Community 

Trust 

CCT is a membership 

organisation 

concerned with the 

regeneration and 

development of Crieff.  

Generally very supportive: the initiative would 

have a much needed regenerative effect on 

Crieff, boost the local economy and have 

multiple social benefits for residents.  Generally 

felt there was plenty of room in Crieff for a new 

cultural organisation and venue but ideally 

would work in synergy with the Artspace and 

others.  

Doesn’t see partnership opportunities 

immediately but scope to develop volunteering 

a possibility.  

Remake Remake is a 

community reuse 

charity that is based in 

Crieff but operates 

further afield offering a 

range of upcycling and 

skills development.  

Very supportive of the idea and excited about 

the possibilities that may open up as a result.  

Keen to work in partnership with Creative Crieff: 

skills development: creative / crafting 

workshops, intergenerational initiatives and so 

on.  

Strathearn 

Artspace 

Strathearn Artspace is 

a community owned 

venue in the town 

centre which offers 

hire space to local 

groups and a 

programme of cultural 

events.  The Artspace 

has one main hall 

which can be adapted 

to a variety of uses but 

is limited in space.  

The Artspace was initially supportive of the Hub 

idea and could see the additionality and mutual 

benefit that another venue could provide, 

potentially working in partnership to deliver 

events / festivals and so on. This was confirmed 

in writing but the Artspace has since expressed 

concern about duplication which will need 

teasing out.  

LOGOS LOGOS is a local 

charity that provides 

activities and support 

for young people. 

Highly supportive and wants this to happen as 

soon as possible.  Space for its own activities is 

very limited – as are opportunities more widely 

for its service users.  It sees a new hub as a 

solution to this and is very keen to work in 

partnership.  

Strathearn 

Building Bridges 

A local charity which 

provides social / fun 

activities for people 

with additional support 

needs.  

Building Bridges is highly supportive: there are 

not enough spaces and activities for their 

service users to be included / participate locally 

and they welcome the opportunity for more: this 

would be especially helpful in reducing isolation 

and improving social skills.  BB would be keen 

to use the facilities and also to collaborate on 

the radio project in particular and in other 

outreach work, including writing workshops. 
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They are currently inputting into early design 

ideas for a fully accessible, welcoming space for 

people with support needs.  

Crieff Community 

Council 

The Community 

Council is a volunteer 

led elected committee 

which acts as the 

interface between the 

Council and the 

community on matters 

of interest / local 

concern.  It also runs 

some local social 

events.  

Highly supportive of this initiative and believes it 

will be a good thing for Crieff.  It does not have 

any concerns about duplication: Strathearn 

Artspace is seen as targeting an older 

demographic and the Campus is not seen as 

particularly accessible.  A new hub would 

therefore be a welcomed addition, particularly 

for young people in the town.  

Crieff High School The local authority 

provided school for 

young people aged 11-

18 (approx. 580 

pupils)  

Supportive of the initiative especially of  

Outreach Programmes as these offer an 

opportunity to provide additional support and 

services to their pupils outside of the school 

curriculum and to complement what they 

themselves offer  

Library and 

Cultural Services 

Located at Strathearn 

Campus, it provides 

services and facilities 

by PKC for the benefit 

of the local community 

Potentially supportive of the initiative, but 

concerned with the duplication of services they 

themselves provide; however, there was 

acknowledgment that some services like new 

release films, Live performances and after 

hours access to rehearsal spaces was limited 

even within their facilities due to the lack of 

technical supervision that they were able to 

provide. Delighted to allow Creative Crieff to use 

and hire their facilities for any Outreach 

Programmes for the community on ongoing 

basis 

Strathearn Music 

Society 

As a local charity in its 

54th year, the Society 

promotes classical 

music through hosting 

music events. It has 

over 80 members in 

the local area 

Highly supportive of the initiative and sees 

collaboration opportunities within the context of 

promotion of its own events on the community 

radio station. Concerned and sensitive to the 

overlap and duplication of services with the 

Strathearn Artspace; however, acknowledged 

need for offering creative spaces and places for 

young people to cultivate further talent. 

Strathearn 

Building Bridges 

Local charity focussed 

on offering services to 

those community 

members with special 

needs 

Highly supportive of the initiative with members 

excited and interested in helping to design 

specific facilities and to participate in outreach 

programmes especially those giving further 

opportunities for individual development, 

learning and employability and the integration 

of their members with the wider community  

Crieff Succeeds Local Business 

Improvement District  

Highly supportive of the initiative and 

development and would be keen to support and 
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assist in making reality for the benefit of entire 

community.  

Madderty 

Community 

Association 

Local community 

group in outlying 

Strathearn hamlet 

Highly supportive and looking forward to the 

many opportunities for the association to work 

alongside Creative Crieff to extend the activities 

beyond Crieff itself to the surrounding areas 

Glenturret 

Distillery 

Significant local 

employer in the area 

since 1875 

Highly supportive of the plans and vision, keen 

to support in future as development proceeds 

The Birks Cinema, 

Aberfeldy  

Modern Community 

cinema in the 

Aberfeldy Town Square 

Highly supportive of the initiative which mirrors 

their own and can see the benefits of 

collaboration. They confirm in practise that the 

development would “rejuvenate the High Street 

and be a welcome attraction for residents and a 

reason to bring and retain tourists in the town.” 

In their experience, the initial naysayers can 

now be counted among their most frequent 

visitors and users.    
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4. Key Findings  

4.1 Findings 

Background 

• A wide reaching consultation programme took place between Autumn 2019 and Spring 

2020 to determine people’s appetite and demand for a new cultural hub in Crieff. Over 

1,000 people have been consulted through surveys, community events and one to one 

meetings.  

Needs 

• Demographics show that a significant number of residents live in the most access 

deprived 10% and 20% of neighbourhoods in Scotland. Strathearn and Strathallan only 

has 1% of business sites for art, leisure, recreation’ compared to a national average of 3 

times that.  

• Crieff has been described as a ‘town of two halves’ and that it is a town in declining with 

services moving out to high population areas. There is a need to provide opportunities for 

bringing the town together through more local services. 

• In the community survey which captured the views of 605 children and adults, 64% of 

people felt there was ‘definitely’ not enough arts and cultural opportunities for local 

people, regardless of age.  This figure increased in relation to young people: over 75% 

said there ‘definitely’ wasn’t enough for this age group.   Less than 4% said there was 

enough across all ages. 

• At the consultation events, young people reported that they had very limited spaces to 

hang out with friends, particularly in the winter months. Local spaces were not 

considered welcoming, accessible or geared towards their needs.   

• Young people also reported that there were very limited opportunities to develop their 

skills or nurture their artistic talents.  Cultural and social opportunities in the town 

targeted older or younger audiences and there was very little specifically to appeal to 

them: this included the current cinema offerings at the Artspace and Campus.    

• There is a need to provide more accessible and appropriate services for people with 

additional support needs so they don’t have to travel to other places to be active and 

included.  

 

Demand 

• There is a high level of support for the project overall.  Through the survey, the open 

events and stakeholder meetings, a high degree of local buy in is evident.  “I think it is an 

excellent idea and would be a huge asset to the cultural life of the area.” 

• Most felt that a creative hub would be a great addition to Crieff although there was some 

concern that the Artspace and Campus may be displaced.  There was a desire to see the 

groups working together effectively to boost the offering overall; improving opportunities 

for locals but also increasing the market share of visitors.  

• There was a high demand for a good quality cinema showing mainstream films, and for 

the book / music shop.  Demand for music and performance space and the recording 
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studio were not as high but sufficient.  Cross fertilisation (a community radio station using 

the recording studio for example) will be needed to drive these areas of the business.  

Cinema 

• 80% in the survey said the cinema was ‘a great idea’ and would be ‘an important leisure 

facility locally’.  84% would use it:  13% would use it weekly, 27% fortnightly and 41% 

monthly, paying around £5-7 a ticket.    

• There was interest in special membership rates (family discount tickets, loyalty schemes, 

pricing tiers) and these should be considered going forwards.  63% said such deals would 

make the cinema a more attractive leisure option.  

• Young people currently travel to Perth to see the latest films but this is often impractical / 

expensive: they widely reported they would attend film showings more often if they were 

available locally.  114 people at the community events said they would use the cinema.  

• Live streaming sporting events / concerts and productions also garnered some interest.  

Music and Rehearsal Space 

• In the survey, 14 people indicated they were interested in using it for their band / choir or 

groups, 19 were interested as individual performers and 3 were interested as tutors to 

hire the space for their lessons. In the open events, a further 44 people indicated an 

interest in this space.  Around £10 per hour was felt to be reasonable.  

• There was some interest in choral groups, bands and schools to hire the space.  

• Young people expressed an interest in being more involved in music, choirs and bands 

generally and would like the opportunity to ‘try things out’. Parents would like 

opportunities for their children to try out musical instruments before committing to formal 

lessons.  

Recording Studio 

• There was a decent level of interest in this space: 46 people attending community events 

indicated they were interested in using this type of facility. In the survey, 28 were 

interested as individuals, and 3 as tutors. 1 would use it more than once a week, 6 

weekly, 9 monthly and 17 only occasionally. Hire prices suggested varied but mostly sat 

at around £20.  It should be noted that the Campus has a recording studio which is 

underused: accessibility and hire rates need to be explored in the context of a new 

facility.   

Community Radio 

• This was of interest to young people in particular but also people with additional support 

needs.  A number of people pointed to this as a natural intergenerational project with 

potential for skills sharing which would be important locally.  There were several people in 

the survey who had broadcasting skills they were keen to share.  

• There was some evidence that whilst people felt this was a good idea (73%), they would 

not necessarily want to be involved or use it: the object would therefore not necessarily 

be to drive listener numbers but rather to develop broad ranging skills and an opportunity 

to bring people together eg through the production of local radio plays or poetry.  

• 64% of people indicated they would listen to a local radio station.  Being kept informed 

about what is happening locally was seen as a key benefit.   
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A Music / Book Store 

• Demand for this was high: 80% in the survey felt this was ‘a great idea’ and 78% said 

they would shop there. 76% said they would attend events and programmes there. Only 

4% were against this idea. At community events, 69 people said they would use this.  

  

Outcomes 

• The top outcome for this Hub, rated by local people was ‘to provide learning opportunities 

and develop talent’ (89% in the survey).  This was closely followed by ‘providing local 

employment’ (87%), ‘helping bring people together’ (86%) and ‘raising the town’s 

aspirations’ (81%).   

• In addition, people cited the health and wellbeing benefits of this initiative: that it would 

reduce social isolation, and be inspirational and transformative.  

• Although the main focus would be on young people, feedback suggests it would be of 

interest to all ages and stages.  

• There is wide scope for (and interest in) partnership working with other voluntary groups 

and statutory services (such as Building Bridges, LOGOS, Remake, Comrie and Muthill 

Schools) to extend the offering within the Hub itself and outreach.   
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Details of Engagement & Consultation 

 

Group Consultation 

 

LOGOS (young people) Two events on two evenings (45 young people and 10 

adults) 

Remake Met with key Board members, interviewed Manager, 

shared flyer 

Morrison’s Academy  Met with S6 group (25 pupils) 

Had stand at Christmas Fayre – 50+ engaged 

Met with Parent Association (MAPA). Shared details of 

project on their FB page  

Crieff Community Council Made formal presentation – 5 council members + 25 

members of public 

Friends of Crieff & Strathearn 

FB page 

Presentation administrator – information shared 

Madderty Community 

Association 

Did presentation at AGM – approx. 25 there 
 

Comrie Film Club Shared flyer and formal presentation to organiser 

Strathearn Artspace Presentation given to key members; Met with them for 

Board to Board level discussions and follow up meetings  

Crieff Succeeds BID Shared flyer with Manager to send to businesses and 

visited individual businesses along the High Street and 

King street to share project details 

 

Strathearn Music Society Presentation to Board, shared flyer, also put copy of 

survey flyer in their programme 

Crieff Rotary Shared flyer.  Presentation date TBC 

Crieff Roundtable Share flyer.  Presentation date tbc 

Soroptimist International Club 

Crieff 

Shared flyer – presentation date tbc 

Friends of MacRosty Park Shared flyer & discussion with Board members 

Crieff Folk Club Meeting with organiser- details shared with members 

Strathearn Art Festival Group Shared information on project with coordinator & flyer 

Strathearn Campus Met with Coordinator– presentation on project, shared 

flyer  
Drop in event at Library in November 

Stall in main entrance for full day February 2020 (50+ family 

and community members)  

Crieff High School Stall in main hall during lunch break and afternoon in 

February 2020 (60+ pupils) 

Friends of Old St. Michaels  

 

Gave presentation, Q & A, shared flyer 

Crieff Community Trust  

 

Interviewed Board member and development officer. 

Shared flyer  

FOIL – Friends of Innerpefray 

Library Group  

Meeting to share flyer and details of project  
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Royal British Legion, Crieff  

 

Shared flyer, presentation tbc 

Crieff Museum Group  

 

Gave presentation to Board Member to share with wider 

Board and shared flyer 

Crieff Highland Gathering  Shared project details and presentation to Chair 

 

Perth Hospital Radio group  Shared our project details & flyer  

Crieff Connections  

 

Shared flyer & gave details to share with members 

Crieff Talking News  

 

Shared flyer and gave details of project 

Brass Central Strathearn  

 

Shared flyer and gave details of project  

St. Fillan’s Community 

Council 

 

Met with council member, shared flyer 

Drovers Tryst  

 

Gave presentation to Board members, shared flyer 

Richmond House Crieff  

 

Shared flyer 

Birks Trust Aberfeldy  

 

Meeting and presentation with Trust Chair and Manager, 

and shared flyer 

Elected members Met with 3 Ward Councillors Rhona Brock, Stewart 

Donaldson and Roz McCall 

Phone review with Liz Smith MSP on March 20th  

Provided details to John Nicholson, MP – meeting tbc  

Provided details to Rosanna Cunningham – meeting 

March 20th  

Ardvreck (Primary) School  Met with staff, shared flyer, also passed onto individual 

parents to share 

 

Stroke Group & Knock Down Shared project information and met with Coordinators 

Building Bridges & Tuesday 

Art Club 

Shared project information at Meeting with Coordinator, 

shared with Board and members 

Kids Week Crieff   

 

Sent flyer, requested meeting with organisers 

Stirling Radio Two Study visits in March 

 

Individual music 

professionals 

- Ali Pibworth, DIY Rockshop Founder 

- David Macfarlane, professional Sound/Recording 

Engineer Icebreaker Studios 

- Kirsten Brock, professional dance instructor 

KGDance  

- Louraine Ross, drama specialist 

- Ian Johnston, Johnston Media 

- John Mcglaughlin, Scottish Schools Pipes and 

Drums Trust 
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- Alan Govan, Mugstock Festival Director 

- David Campbell & Tom Baron, founders Strathearn 

Artspace 

 

 

 

Press and dissemination: 

• Quair entry three times including taking out page advertisement – also posted on their 

FB page 

• Strathearn Herald – three stories run – two specifically on project and consultation, one 

on Strathearn in Song project mentioned flyer and consultation 

• Dundee Courier – ran story on project and consultation  

• Flyers put up around town:  Town Square Notice Board, Coop Notice Board, Library 

Notice Board 

• Survey Boxes in Library and at Crieff BID Office – paper copies of survey available to 

complete 

 


