
**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 

CHARITY CREATIVE CRIEFF CONFIRMS PURCHASE OF SITE FOR FILM AND SOUND COMPLEX 

Creative Crieff, a charity serving Strathearn and Strathallan confirms purchase of the Crieff Hotel site on the High Street, Crieff. 
The site will house a brand-new state-of-the-art complex containing multiple cinema screens, professional sound and radio hub, 
hospitality and retail. The current buildings on the site are beyond repair and will be demolished in 2021 to make way for the 
new building, due for completion between 2023-2024. The purpose of this project is to bring about partnership and connection 
across Strathearn and Strathallan, whilst creating opportunities for employment, learning and entertainment. Creative Crieff are 
initiating this community asset building project in response to overwhelmingly positive findings from our community consultation 
processes during 2018-2020 with Community Enterprise. 

Creative Crieff are delighted to announce the completion of the purchasing process of the Crieff Hotel site, situated in the south 
side of Crieff High Street, on the corner of the Leadenflower estate area. The purchase has been made possible thanks to 
generous anonymous local donors, Perth and Kinross Council and the support of community partners. Working closely with 
local and national partner organisations, community members and professional consultants, the site will be transformed into a 
brand-new state-of-the-art complex. The proposed building will house multiple cinema screens broadcasting new release 
cinema and film experiences; professional recording studio, practice rooms and community radio station; community space, 
hospitality, and retail. It will be a welcoming and modern gateway to the town centre. 

Working with Regional Screen Scotland, Perth and Kinross Council and a local architect, Creative Crieff has completed 
extensive feasibility processes to ensure the viability of the project on this site. The key focuses are accessibility, inclusivity, 
sustainability, and quality. Accessibility consultants including Attitude is Everything and local inclusivity networks will ensure that 
the building champions accessibility in visitor experience including lifts, toilets and changing places, hearing loops and 
dementia-friendly design. Creative Carbon Scotland will help establish the long-term building sustainability and footprint 
reduction. The programming within the building will represent community aspirations for access to high quality artistic and 
cultural experience here in Strathearn, through entertainment, learning and participation programmes and employment 
opportunities. The building process will be underpinned by the ambition “by our community, for our community.” This project will 
provide an opportunity for renewed connection across our rural area and empowerment for our young people, whilst supporting 
the regeneration of Crieff town centre, and creating a new space to encourage tourism. Creative Crieff is thrilled to save a 
derelict building in the town of Crieff and plans to celebrate the building in all corners of Strathearn and Strathallan through ‘in 
the community’ participatory programmes. 

“Today marks an important milestone for Crieff. A cohort of local campaigners have brought another abandoned and neglected 
building into ownership within our town. The building is beyond repair, however we find comfort in the fact it is local, interested 
bodies who will be monitoring its future development, ensuring a building that is strong, versatile and a further asset to our town 
for years to come. Our aim is to foster greater connectedness amongst the town community, create sustainable job 
opportunities and offer younger people in particular, exciting prospects in their hometown. Wouldn’t it be great to have, on our 
doorstep, further scope to learn, dance, sing and explore our potential through the creation of a superb cinema, a performance 
venue, practice spaces and recording facilities.   

I am also delighted to announce we have secured empty shop premises next to the Pretoria as the home for our new local radio 
station. Acting as the first step in our effort to generate job opportunities, Creative Crieff look forward to employing and training 
two 18-25-year-old candidates. 

The support of so many charity groups across Strathearn and Strathallan is something of huge value to us at Creative Crieff 
and we look forward to continuing to work alongside Crieff Community Trust to ensure we play a coordinated role in the new 
Community Action Plan. I would personally like to extend my thanks to Perth and Kinross Council, Fergus Purdie Architects, the 
Trustees of Creative Crieff and the wealth of organisations and individuals in the town who have provided us with 
encouragement and support throughout this project so far.” John Mauchline, Chair of Creative Crieff 

Creative Crieff is delighted to be supported by our three Strathearn/Ward 6 Councillors: 



Councillor Stewart Donaldson noted “I’m so pleased to hear that Creative Crieff has been successful in purchasing the old 
Crieff Hotel. It’s an important development for the town. Not only will it remove an eyesore building it also provides Creative 
Crieff with a hub at Leadenflower from which to develop and extend what can be offered to the local community. What Creative 
Crieff has done so far is outstanding, and Radio Earn opens early in the New Year. I’m especially impressed by the strong tie-
ins they have with a wide variety of community groups such as Logos and Remake, and the way they have worked along with 
Crieff Succeeds, the Community Trust, and the High School. The recent decision by the Council to allocate £100k to Creative 
Crieff will go a long way to boosting their application to the Scottish Government’s Regeneration Capital Grant Fund.   If that 
grant application is successful then there could be a lot more to come. I wish them all success. Hopefully, the outcome will be 
known later in January. For Crieff, and other parts of Strathearn, it could be a real game-changer.” 

Councillor Roz McCall said “the disused buildings in Crieff have been the biggest issue raised by residents and the news that 
another one of these has been purchased for the community and will be brought back to life is excellent news.  All credit goes 
to Creative Crieff and I look forward to seeing this develop.  This is definitely some good news in what is a different and difficult 
time. Crieff is certainly building back better than ever.” 

Councillor Rhona Brock stated “I am delighted to hear that Creative Crieff have now purchased the Crieff Hotel. This will 
enable them to take the next steps towards funding to create a Hub for the local community and at the same remove an 
eyesore of a derelict building as you enter into the town centre, this will be an exciting development for Crieff. With the 
introduction of a radio station due to be launched shortly, also on the High Street by the charity. They have also formed good 
relationships within the town with other organisations and are working along with them to achieve a Hub that will fit all. In such a 
short time that Creative Crieff have been in existence they have done a power of work to achieve what they have to date and I 
have no doubt they will deliver a Hub that Crieff can be proud of. I wish them all the best of luck in securing their application for 
funding through the Scottish Government Regeneration Capital Grant fund.” 

This project is rooted in the community at every stage. Creative Crieff are now reaching out to community members and 
partners who would like to help the process of the build and facilitation, to ensure all voices are heard and needs taken into 
account. Please contact Development Manager Cathy Phillips Brady via info@creativecrieff.org or 07865644113 to enquire 
further about our steering groups and opportunities. 

END ### 


